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The key objectives of the Council’s Community Land 
Management Plans are to:

•	 clearly outline the Council’s objectives for use and 
management of Community Land;

•	 guide the decisions of the Council and other government 
agencies in relation to the use and management of the 
Council’s Community Land;

•	 provide accessible information to the community about 
Community Land within the City; and

•	 identify opportunities for efficient, equitable and innovative 
use of Council-owned land and facilities.

Structure and 
Interpretation

For the purposes of its Community Land Management Plans, 
the Council has identified four main categories of Community 
Land, each of which have their own Plan – parks and 
reserves, sporting facilities, civic and community facilities, and 
operational and other community land.

These four categories are derived from the primary function 
of the Community Land and its intended use and  
role as public open space in the City. 

For instance, a Council reserve that includes community tennis 
courts alongside other recreational facilities has been classified 
as a reserve, rather than a sporting facility. Cruikshank Reserve 
and St Peters River Park are the exception and have been 
classified both as reserves and as sporting facilities. As such, 
the provisions of both Community Land Management Plans 
will apply to each of these parcels of land. 

Together, the Council's four Community Land Management 
Plans form a comprehensive management strategy for all 
Community Land across the City.

Most land which is owned by councils, except roads, is 
classified as 'Community Land' under Section 193 of the 
Local Government Act 1999 (the Act). Community Land  
includes parks and reserves, sporting facilities and civic  
and community buildings.

The Act places certain restrictions on how councils can 
use and dispose of Community Land. This includes the 
requirement for Community Land to have its classification 
as Community Land revoked prior to the land being 
disposed of (i.e. sold). Various public consultation 
requirements also attach to dealings with Community  
Land (including leasing) by councils.

What are Community  
Land Management Plans?

Pursuant to Section 196 of the Act, all councils must prepare 
and adopt management plans for Community Land within 
their Local Government Area.

These Community Land Management Plans must contain 
certain information, including the council’s objectives 
and performance targets for management of the land. 
The adoption or amendment of a Plan (excluding minor 
administrative changes) requires community consultation.

Pursuant to Section 207 of the Act, councils must also keep  
a public register of all Community Land which is located 
within its Local Government Area. The register must contain 
the information prescribed by the Act (including, for example, 
the legal description of the land, its common name, and 
details of any lease over the land). 

A copy of the Council’s Community Land Register is 
contained within Attachment A.

The Council also maintains a Lease & Licence Register which 
contains the information required by Section 207 of the 
Act and Regulation 23 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulations 1999.

A copy of the Council’s Lease & Licence Register is contained 
within Attachment B.

What is Community Land? Key Objectives
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The Council’s Community Land Management Plans are part 
of a broader legislative and strategic framework, including 
State Government legislation and internal Council policies 
and strategies. Together, these documents govern the way 
Community Land across the City is used and managed by 
the Council. 

The Council’s Community Land Management Plans have 
been developed in accordance with and are consistent 
with the legislation and Council policies, strategies and 
management plans set out below, in addition to any other 
relevant legislation, regulations, codes of practice and 
guidelines as introduced or amended from time-to-time.

In the event of any inconsistency between the provisions  
of another Council plan or policy and a Community Land 
Management Plan, the other plan or policy will prevail. 

These Community Land Management Plans will be updated 
to ensure consistency with other Council policies and 
strategies (including CityPlan 2030: Shaping Our Future) 
from time-to-time as required.

A brief description of some of the Council's key strategies 
and plans is set out below.

CityPlan 2030: Shaping Our Future

This is the Council's Strategic Management Plan, prepared 
in accordance with Section 122 of the Act. This plan sets 
the strategic direction of the City over the next 20 years and 
beyond, focusing on four key outcomes of: Social Equity, 
Cultural Vitality, Economic Prosperity and Environmental 
Sustainability.

Open Space Strategy

This strategy provides a framework for the Council to 
effectively manage, maintain, enhance and develop its open 
space network for the benefit of a variety of stakeholders in 
the community.

Asset Management Plans

These plans, as required by Section 122 of the Act, set out 
the Council’s proposed strategies for the management, 
maintenance and replacement of the Council’s major 
infrastructure and assets across their lifecycle. The Council 
maintains the following Asset Management Plans:

•	 Recreation & Open Space Infrastructure and Asset 
Management Plan;

•	 Community Buildings Infrastructure and Asset  
Management Plan;

•	 Roads, Footpaths and Kerb & Water Table  
Infrastructure and Asset Management Plan; and

•	 Stormwater Drainage Infrastructure and Asset  
Management Plan.

Other Strategies and Plans 

A variety of other strategies and plans are in place to provide 
direction for the development and use of key Council assets 
which are often situated on Community Land including,  
the Council's Access & Inclusion Plan, Swimming Centres 
Long-Term Strategy, Playgrounds Strategy and Tennis  
Facilities Strategy.
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Our Community Land

Within the City, there is a broad variety of Community  
Land that is regularly used by sports clubs and community 
groups, casual recreational users, local residents and visitors 
to our City.

The network of Community Land, including parks and 
reserves, community centres and libraries, sporting facilities 
and linear trails, provides a space for people to connect, learn 
and relax. 

Community Land also contributes to the unique ‘sense of 
place’ in our City — a City which values and is recognised by 
its heritage, cultural diversity and natural environment.

The Council has 72 parks and reserves, 10 sporting facilities, 
11 civic and community facilities and 26 parcels of operational 
and other community land.

Categories of Community Land

The four categories of Community Land covered by the 
Council’s Community Land Management Plans are as follows: 

Parks and Reserves

Parks and reserves are characterised as areas of green 
open space open that are suitable for use by a broad cross-
section of the community, usually for informal and passive 
recreational activities. They range in size from local ‘pocket’ 
parks to large linear parks and natural conservation areas. 

Sporting Facilities

This category of Community Land includes both indoor 
and outdoor sporting facilities that are used primarily for 
formal and organised sporting activities. These facilities 
include buildings (e.g. clubrooms) and open space (ranging 
from ovals, to tennis courts and swimming pools). 
Sporting facilities may be used by sole user groups under 
lease arrangements or under shared-use or casual hire 
arrangements that also ensure public access.

Civic and Community Facilities

Civic and community facilities are Council-owned buildings 
which are operated to provide a civic or community purpose 
for the City, including activities such as Council administration, 
provision of community services and activities, and public 
meeting spaces. Some facilities are managed solely by 
the Council, while others are managed under leasing and 
licensing arrangements by various user groups.

Other Community Land

This category incorporates all other Community Land held 
by the Council for various operational purposes. This land is 
often comprised of small parcels of land that provide linkages 
between existing open space, physical barriers between 
the public road network and privately-owned land, or which 
operate as part of the Council’s stormwater management 
system.
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Pursuant to Section 199 of the Act, the Council is required 
to manage its Community Land in accordance with any 
Community Land Management Plan for that land.

The management of Community Land includes all stages 
in the life cycle of that land, from creation or acquisition, 
to ongoing maintenance, upgrade and redevelopment, 
and disposal or sale. It also includes the use of that land 
by members of the local community, various groups and 
organisations, and the Council itself — whether under 
leasing, licensing or casual hire arrangements, or for the 
holding of community events. 

The Act imposes various procedural requirements in 
relation to certain dealings with community land (including, 
for example, community consultation or revocation of 
community land classification prior to sale).

Each Community Land Management Plan contains Key 
Management Objectives which the Council will seek 
to manage all Community Land in accordance with. In 
addition, each Plan includes a Management Strategies table 
that contains the Council’s specific objectives, strategies, 
performance targets and measures for management of that 
category of Community Land (e.g., parks and reserves), as 
required by Section 196(3) of the Act.

Each Plan also includes strategic management proposals 
planned by the Council over the next three to five years 
for specific parcels of community land (i.e. by way of 
Masterplan, concept plan and/or construction). This 
information will be updated from time-to-time as needed.

Some Community Land is subject to trusts, dedications, 
reservations and other restrictions which control how 
the land can be used. Where relevant, this information is 
included in the Community Land Register for that land.

Management of Community Land

General UseMaintenance

Upgrade/
Redevelopment

Leasing/ 
Licencing

Sale of Community Land

Acquisition of Community Land
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