
IN REVIEW
THEORY & PRACTICE

MICHELLE 
DE KRETSER

Shortlisted for 
the 2025 Stella Prize

OFF THE SHELF 
NEWS AND EVENTS 

MAY/JUNE 2025 

www.npsp.sa.gov.au/libraries 



Dungeon Crawler 
Carl
Matt Dinniman

The Love Fix
Jill Shalvis

It Happened on 
the Lake
Lisa Jackson

My Favorite Mistake
Marian Keyes

The White Crow
Michael 
Robotham

Dark Diamond
Neal Asher

What the Night 
Brings
Mark Billingham

Emma on Fire
James Patterson

The Lost 
Language of 
Oysters
Alexander McCall 
Smith

Eden
 Mark Brandi

The Mademoiselle 
Alliance
Natasha Lester

Battle Mountain
C. J. Box

Atmosphere
Taylor Jenkins 
Reid

The Crash
Freida 
McFadden

The Gowkaran 
Tree in the Middle 
of Our Kitchen
Shokoofeh Azar

My Friends
Fredrik Backman

The Path 
Through the 
Coojong Trees
Leonie Kelsall

The Tenant
Freida McFadden

Hotel Ukraine
Martin Cruz 
Smith

ADULT FICTION 

Scan the QR code to 
access the catalogue 
and place a hold. 
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Dream Count
Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie

The Glassmaker
Tracy Chevalier

Saltwater
Katy Hays

You Like It Darker
Stephen King

What Does It 
Feel Like?
Sophie Kinsella

Patton's Prayer
Alex Kershaw

Middle of the 
Night
Riley Sager

The French 
Winemaker’s Daughter 
Loretta Ellsworth

The Bad Weather 
Friend
Dean Koontz

The Duke's Sister 
and I
Emma-Claire 
Sunday

LARGE PRINT 

AUDIOBOOKS 

The Winds from 
Further West
Alexander McCall 
Smith

To Die For
David Baldacci

Red Bones
Ann Cleeves

Death of a 
Smuggler
M.C. Beaton

Three Wild Dogs 
(and the Truth)
Markus Zusak

Scan the QR 
code to visit 
our Digital 
Library page 

Accessible ebooks on Libby and Borrow Box 
Libby and Borrow Box provide a great range of accessibility 
features, including larger text size, dyslexic font, zooming in, 
and using voice over on your device to read e-books aloud.  
For more information, ask our library staff. 



Owned
Eoin Higgins

A Second Act
Matt Morgan

Always Home, 
Always Homesick
Hannah Kent

What Is Happiness
Pomnyun Sunim

Brooke Shields Is Not 
Allowed to Get Old 
Brooke Shields

Generation Zombie
Charlotte Armitage

Is a River Alive?
Robert Macfarlane

Are You There, God? 
It's Me, In Menopause
Carol King

A Dirty, Filthy Book
Michael Meyer

One Pot One Portion
Eleanor Wilkinson

Norfolk
Elly Griffiths

A Rosie Life In Italy
Rosie Meleady

The Paintings of 
Criss Canning
Criss Canning

Don't Look Back, 
You'll Trip Over.
Michael Caine

Art in Residence
Nicole England

Creative Modern 
Crochet for the Home
Lucy Djevdet

ADULT NON - FICTION 

Scan the QR code to 
access the catalogue 
and place a hold. 

More Than Just a 
Dog
Simon Wooler

Peaceful 
Montessori 
Parenting
Haley Turner

Fast Food
Murdoch Books 
Test Kitchen
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Maria

We Live In Time

Conclave

The Edge of 
Everything
Miranda Luby

Nice Girls
(French)

My Return to 
the Walter Boys
Ali Novak

Dating and 
Dragons
Kristy Boyce

Hoges - One Night 
Only

Comandante

Watch Me
Tahereh Mafi

Vienna Blood : 
Season 4

The Skin I'm In
Steph Tisdell

Wolf Man

The Brutalist

A Hannah 
Swensen Mystery

TEENS 

Scan the 
QR code to 
access the 
catalogue 
and place a 
hold. 

Good Reading Online Magazine for young adults 
includes independent book reviews, interviews 
with young authors and young adult book news.

Visit our Digital Library to access Good Reading: 
www.npsp.sa.gov.au/dl

DVD 



King Winter's 
Birthday
Jonathan 
Freedland

Entirely Emmie
Terri Libenson

The Most Boring 
Book Ever
Brandon 
Sanderson

Odder
Katherine 
Applegate

Mercy Watson Is 
Missing!
Kate DiCamillo

Harry and Gran 
Bake a Cake 
Fiona McIntosh

Once I Was a Tree
Eoin McLaughlin

Time Travelling 
with a Tortoise
Ross Welford

Maisy Loves 
Butterflies
Lucy Cousins

Waiting for 
Hanami 
J.P. Takahashi

The Girl and the 
Ghost
Jacqueline Harvey

A Taste of Home
Maryam Hassan

Bob and Dob
Sean Avery

Football 
Superstars: 
Son Rules
Simon Mugford

Basil Dreams Big
Lu Fraser

PICTURE BOOKS 

CHILDRENS BOOKS 

Scan the 
QR code to 
visit the 
events 
calendar. 

Celebrate Book Week 2024 
with a range of exciting events 

from 17–23 August
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Always Will Be
Mykaela Saunders

Graft
Maggie MacKellar

Edenglassie
Melissa Lucashenko

The Persians
Sanam Mahloudji

The World of 
Interiors Magazine

This Bright Life
Karen Campbell

Killers of the Flower 
Moon

A Brush With Death
J.M. Hall

The Widows on 
Thursdays

The Whisperer's 
War
Jackie French

Oliver Twist

Lewis Hamilton
Frank Worrall

Alis

The Marmalade 
Sandwich 
Collection

The Brilliant World of 
Tom Gates
 

Scan the QR 
code to visit 
the Digital 
Library page. 

Our digital library is always open! 
NPSP Libraries provide members with access to a range of 
free online databases and resources. 

Don’t have a library card? You can join online and get a digital 
membership giving you access to our full digital library. 

Find out more and join: www.npsp.sa.gov.au/dl 

Borrow Box has a great range of ebooks and a huge collection of exclusive audiobooks. 

Stream thousands of films on Kanopy with your library membership. 

Enjoy a massive range of ebooks, audiobooks and magazines on the Libby App. 



IN REVIEW 

Theory & Practice
Michelle de Kretser

In her latest novel, 
Michelle de Kretser 
blends elements of 
fiction, memoir, and 
non-fiction. The 
story, set in 1986, 
follows a Sri Lankan
-born young 
woman who  

relocates from Sydney to St Kilda to 
pursue postgraduate studies on 
Virginia Woolf's novels. 

Roman Stories
Jhumpa Lahiri
Rome—
multifaceted 
metropolis, 
monument, 
suspended 
between past 
and future—is 
the 
protagonist  

of these nine short stories by 
Lahiri, the Pulitzer Prize–winning 
master of the form, the first since 
her best seller Unaccustomed 
Earth, and a major literary event.

The Book of 
Secrets
Anna Mazzola

Months after 
plague ravaged 
Rome, deaths 
occur in 
unnatural 
numbers. 
Rumours say 
corpses do not 

Wallaby Lane
Maya Linnell

Reporter Lauren 
Bickford loves 
her hometown 
posting on SA’s 
Limestone 
Coast- but on-air 
stuff-ups 
jeopardise her 
career.

And what of her relationship with the 
local cop Jack, struggling to do his 
job in the face of an over-enthusiastic 
Neighbourhood Watch?

My Brilliant 
Sister
Amy Brown
While Stella Miles 
Franklin took on 
the world, sister 
Linda led a short 
life as a wife and 
mother. Brown 
thrillingly 
reimagines these

The Third 
Gilmore Girl
Kelly Bishop
Before her most 
famous role as 
Emily Gilmore, 
Bishop’s career 
ranged from star 
(and inspiration 
for) the first run of 
A chorus line to

Dirty dancing. Told with wit and 
pathos, this is an unapologetic and 
powerful memoir.

Enchantment by 
Birds
Russell McGregor
Why birdwatch? 
With an engaging 
cast of characters 
(avian and 
human), this book 
is a deep dive into 
this question. 
From scientific 

curiosity to the boom in birding 
tourism, birding ultimately fulfills a 
need to connect to nature.

The Book of Guilt
Catherine Chidgey

Set in 1979 
England, The 
Book of Guilt 
follows triplets - 
the last residents 
of the Captain 
Scott Home for 
Boys.
  Their daily routine includes chores, 

games, and medication, all under 
the vigilant supervision of three 
mothers. The story is captivating, 
with a believable yet unsettling 
undercurrent of malevolence.

Self Help
Gabrielle 
Bernstein

Self Help aims to 
make Internal 
Family Systems 
(IFS) Therapy 
accessible to a 
broader audience. 
Bernstein offers a

tpractical framework for 
self-acceptance and self-care. The book 
fosters a deeper understanding of not 
only our own behaviours but also those 
of others. It is insightful and practical.

 lives – and her own,  exploring the 
contradictions in brilliant careers 
and a woman’s place in the world.

adecay. Papal authorities 
commission investigations by 
lieutenant governor Stefano Bracchi. 
Finding horror, magic and an 
unthinkable discovery, he wonders if 
certain deeds should remain 
unpunished...
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The Light Eaters
Zoë Schlanger

A narrative 
investigation into 
the new science 
of plant 
intelligence and 
sentience, from 
National 
Association of 
Science Writers  

Award winner and Livingston Award 
finalist Zoe Schlanger. The Light 
Eaters will challenge how you think of 
plants. Packed with the most 
amazing stories of the life of plants it 
will open your eyes to the 
extraordinary green life forms we 
share the planet with. 

Dream Count
Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie

Dream Count 
masterfully 
intertwines the 
lives of four 
African women. 
The novel blends 
flashbacks from 
their childhood 

and early adulthood with scenes set 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
engaging, humorous, and deeply 
moving narrative offers a vivid 
portrayal of these women as they 
navigate societal expectations, 
particularly regarding marriage and 
motherhood.

The Prospect
Fleur McDonald

Kalgoorlie. Two 
grey nomads are 
run off the road. 
Can recently 
arrived couple, 
police officer 
Jack and 
journalist Zara 
get to the truth -

was it an accident or murder? Can 
these newcomers get to the truth in 
this secretive town?

Nell, the Duchess 
of Manchester
Robert 
Wainwright

In 1926, a young 
woman from 
Melbourne had a 
chance 
encounter with a 
charming naval 
lieutenant  at a 

hotel swimming pool in Colombo. Little 
did she know, this meeting would lead 
her to become the wife of an English 
duke. As the only Australian woman to 
ascend to the rank of duchess in the 
British aristocracy, her extraordinary 
journey spans continents.

For Whom the Bell 
Tolls
Ernest Hemingway

Hemingway’s 
classic story of 
American Robert 
Jordan in the 
International 
Brigades during 
the Spanish Civil 
War. Telling of

loyalty and courage, love and defeat, 
and the tragic death of an ideal, it’s one 
of the best war novels ever written.

The King’s Mother
Annie Garthwaite

England, 1461. At 
eighteen, Edward 
has taken the 
throne, fully 
supported by his 
mother Cecily. 
But as other men 
seek the 
monarchy, 

backed by their own mothers, does 
Cecily still have the strength and 
power to remain the king’s mother?

Quick Picks – our hottest reads 
Come in a grab a Quick Pick or place a hold via the catalogue. 

Quick Picks are our most popular reads and are available for a 
quick turnaround two-week loan period. 

Scan the 
QR code to 
access the 
catalogue 
and place a 
hold. 



IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

South Australia's History Festival 
1 - 31 May 2025 

The History Festival celebrates history 
for all South Australians.

NPSP will will feature exhibition, 
workshops and tours focused on the 
local area. It’s over to you to explore 
the offerings in our program.

Meet the Author: Marian Keyes

Dillons Bookshop, Penguin 
Randon House Australia, and 
NPSP Libraries invite you to an 
evening with Marian Keyes, in 
conversation with Victoria 
Purman.

Listen to  Kate Grenville
Good Reading Podcasts
In this episode Gregory Dobbs chats 
to Grenville about where her journey 
into her family history took her and 
what she found there, about the 
words and language we have 
adopted to describe the history of 
colonisation of Australia.

Good Reading Online is free with 
your library membership. Visit our 
Digital Library webpage for details: 
www.npsp.sa.gov.au/dl  

Stella Prize 2025 
Shortlist Announced

The Stella Prize is a beloved 
and well-respected annual 
literary prize awarded to the 
most excellent, original and 
outstanding book written by an 
Australian woman or 
non-binary writer.

Shortlisted books are:
Black Convicts / Santilla Chingaipe

Black Witness / Amy McQuire

The Burrow / Melanie Cheng

Cactus Pear for My Beloved / 
Samah Sabawi

Theory & Practice / Michelle de 
Kretser

Translations / Jumaana Abdu

BorrowBox Presents an Exclusive Live 
Event with T.M. Logan

Join us for an exclusive event with 
T.M. Logan, bestselling author The 
Holiday, to discuss his most recent 
release, The Daughter. 

For event details and to register, visit: 
www.npsp.sa.gov.au/libevents

Scan the QR code to visit 
the events calendar 

For more information and to book: 
www.npsp.sa.gov.au/libevents

Thursday, 15 May 2025
6:30pm — 8:00pm
Norwood Concert Hall

For event details and to register, visit: 
www.npsp.sa.gov.au/libevents

$10 event entry, or $32.99 event entry 
with copy of book. Booking required.
www.npsp.sa.gov.au/libevents

Wednesday, 18 June 2025



Activities for young 
children

Classic Cinema with 
Kanopy: Charade (PG)

Meet the Author: Stuart 
Symons, Modernist 
Adelaide

Sydney Writers' Festival: 
Live & Local

Planning for Aged Care Repair Your Energy Bill 1 on 1 Computer & Mobile 
Device Help

Join us for Baby Bounce and 
Storytime at St Peters and 
Payneham Libraries on 
various days and times 
during the school term. 

Join us at Payneham Library 
for the most beloved movie 
of all time on the big screen. 
Doors open 1:45pm. Movie 
starts 2pm.

Dillons Bookshop, Allen & 
Unwin, and NPSP Libraries 
invite you to hear Kellie 
Finlayson in conversation 
about There Must Be More.

A fascinating author talk for 
anyone interested in 
architecture. Presented as 
part of History Festival. 

Sydney Writers’ Festival will 
livestream select headline 
events from Sydney to NPSP 
Libraries. 

Trying to navigate the 
complex world of Aged 
Care? Join us for a free 
community information 
session to find out more. 

A free workshop led by 
Rachel Brdanovic from 
Tandem Energy. There will 
be plenty of time for 
questions so bring along 
your energy bills or solar 
system details for advice.

Need to know more about 
using your laptop, Internet, 
eBooks, tablet, or how to get 
started? Book a 45 minute 
personalised session today!
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For more events and information, scan the QR code on this page to visit the Events Calendar. 

During School Term Thursday, 15 May 
2:00pm - 4:00pm
Payneham Library

Wednesday, 14 May 2025
6:30pm — 8:00pm
Norwood Concert Hall

Free. No booking required.

Sunday, 18 May 2025
2:00pm — 3:30pm
Payneham Library

$5. Booking required. 

Monday & Friday
St Peters Library

Wednesday, 4 Jun 2025
10:30am — 11:30am
Payneham Library

Free. Booking required. 

Thursday, 12 Jun 2025
10:30am — 11:30am
Payneham Library

Free. Booking required.

Free. No booking required.

Scan the 
QR code to 
visit the 
events 
calendar. 

Events at the Libraries 
Join us at our libraries for family-friendly events. 
Scan the QR code to view our events calendar

Free. Booking required.

Meet the Author: Kellie 
Finlayson

Free. No booking required.

Free. Booking required. 

Thursday, 22 May  - 
Friday, 23 May 2025
9:30am — 4:30pm
Payneham Library



www.npsp.sa.gov.au/libraries 

Norwood Library 

110 The Parade, 
Norwood 

Payneham Library 

2 Turner Street, 
Felixstow 

St Peters Library 

101 Payneham Road, 
St Peters 

Monday Closed Closed 9.30am–5.00pm 

Tuesday 1.00pm–5.00pm 9.30am–5.00pm 9.30am–5.00pm 

Wednesday 1.00pm–5.00pm 9.30am–5.00pm 9.30am–1.00pm 

Thursday 1.00pm–5.00pm 9.30am–5.00pm 9.30am–5.00pm 

Friday 9.30am–5.00pm 9.30am–5.00pm 9.30am–5.00pm 

Saturday 10.00am–1.00pm 10.00am–1.00pm 10.00am–4.00pm 

Sunday 1.00pm–4.00pm 1.00pm–4.00pm Closed 

Opening Hours 


