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If gardens are a window on our mind, 

I see a passion for the European environment that indicates 

that we are still, at heart, uncomfortable in our own land. 

If we see no beauty in Australian natives… can we really count 

ourselves as having a truly sustainable future adapted to 

Australian conditions?  Tim Flannery



Increasing temperatures



Thermal imaging



eIncrease tree canopy

30 year-plan for Greater Adelaide – tree canopy 
increase of 20% by 2045 – street trees, parks and 
backyards
• reduces urban heat island
• preserves habitat for local fauna 
• air quality improvements



Sourced online

Food choices without bees



Make your more garden 
sustainable 

• Design – integration of planting & landscaping
• Innovation – inventive use of space
• Self sufficiency
• Nature play – engaging children
• Biodiversity



Gardens of Paradise

But they are gardens of trees, not of flowers; green wildernesses. Imagine… for days, even weeks, you must ride 
with no shade, and the sun overhead, and nothing but the bleached bones of dead animals strewing the track. 
Then when you come to trees and running water, you will call it a garden. It will not be flowers and their 
garishness that your eyes crave for, but a green cavern full of shadows and pools where goldfish dart, and the 
sound of a little stream. 

Vita Sackville-West



• naturalresources.sa.gov.au

• butterflygardening.net.au

• www.npsp.sa.gov.au 

Useful websites
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Videos: 
• Marla Spivak – TED Talk on ‘Why bees are disappearing’.
• Gardening Australia: It comes down to love

Book: 
• South Australian Native Bees by Susanne Richards

Find out more



Websites: 
• honeybee.org.au
• southaustraliannativebees.webs.com
• aussiebee.com.au
• Google “My mum’s garden is a bee hotel”

Find out more



Movies: 
• Queen of the Sun 
• Vanishing of the Bees
• More than Honey
• Messages from bees – Japanese documentary (some translation issues)

Find out more



Movies: 
• Food Inc
• Project Wild Thing

Find out more



Thanks for your bee-autiful work!


